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FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY

August 1, 2003 Bulletin

The long anticipated
Symposium Registration Form is enclosed.

Minerals of China

September 26" - 28", 2003

Red Lion Hotel, Kelso, Washington
(40 minutes north of Portland, Oregon)

Recent e-mails inquiring about this year's Symposium Registration Form are proof
of the true prominence and distinction this annual event holds for Northwest
mineral collectors. It is the one time each year when mineral collectors drive from
far and near to learn something new from keynote speakers, share stories and
comraderie, and spend hours drooling over specimens from others’ collections.

This year should be no different. Read inside about plans for this year's symposium
and fill out and return the registration form you've all been requesting.

continued on page 3

July 2003 Montana Collecting Trip:

Good Collecting & Company & GREAT Food o
by Aaron Wieting

During the week of the 4 of July, 13 collectors and one culinary artisan converged on the
Montana outback for a fun-filled week of collecting, camping, and camaraderie. The trip
was led by Lanny Ream and the author (Aaron Wieting) with Jonathan Ream providing
culinary artistry and additional color. The purpose of the trip was to introduce newer FM
members (and the author!) to some of Montana’s classic collecting localities.

A few collectors stopped at the Butte Mineral show on the way but most collectors met at the
Summit Mine in the Radersburg District, Broadwater County, on the evening of Saturday,
June 28" and the morning of Sunday the 29%., The Summit Mine is also known as the
Montana Silver Star and consists of fairly extensive dumps and a few mine buildings and
structures. Minerals found on the dumps are primarily oxide minerals from Cu-Pb-Zn-V
ores in limestone. Most collectors worked the main dumps below the headframe and had
good luck finding specimens of descloizite-mottramite, vanadinite, mimetite, willemite, and
hemimorphite. The Summit Mine is well-known by mineral collectors and local collectors
have been digging into the dumps for specimens. Material below the top couple inches tends

continued on page 4




The President’s Message

Pacific Northwest Friends of Mineralogy has participated in the Seattle Regional Gem and Mineral Show (SRGMS) for
many years along with other clubs in the Puget Sound area. This has been part of our educational outreach.
SRGMS had moved to Puyallup several years ago but wanted to move back into the Seattle area to reduce travel
for their members. As a trial, the SRGMS held a spring show at the Seattle Center this April. The show was
deemed a success! Thanks to Rusty Etzwiler for representing PNWFM at the planning meetings and coordinating
PNWFM participation. On the one hand PNWFM found new members due to our participation. On the other
hand, PNWFM participation has fallen off a significant amount and we need to discuss our continuing participation
at our annual meeting. The next SRGMS show is in Puyallup the first weekend in November —Think about your
ability to participate.

Thanks to Mickey Marks, a PNWFM member, for bringing to the attention of PNWFM a problem he had
while out collecting. Additional thanks to Vice President, Aaron Wieting, for taking the time to check into the
requirements to solve this problem and writing about it for this newsletter (see “The Future of Mineral Collecting
in the Columbia Gorge”).

My thanks to Lanny Ream and Aaron Wieting for organizing and leading the collecting field trip to Montana (see
“July 2003 Montana Collecting Trip”). I am envious of every one that was able to attend while my work kept me in
California away from all collecting opportunities.

Another outreach program of PNWFM is the annual Washington Pass Cleanup. On August 8-10 we gather to help
the Forest Service in the Washington Pass area along Washington State Route 20. In exchange they allow us to
camp free in their campground and we also get a mineral collecting field trip for the rare minerals found in the area.

The 2003 PNWFM Symposium is September 26-28. The theme is “Minerals of China”. See the enclosed flyer for
more details. Send in your registration as soon as you receive it and do not forget to make a room reservation.

-- Jim Etzwiler, President, PNWFM

Upcoming Events Call for Nominees

If a member of the FM community stands out to you

Aug. 8-10, 2003 -- Washington Pass Clean-up as making great contributions to minerals, the

ination t f the Board members.
Sept. 26 - 28, 2003 -- Symposium - Minerals of China nomination |q one oF he Poare mempers

science and the life-long hobby, please submit your

All

nominees will be considered and the recipient will

Included with this newsletter is a sheet with four flyers on it. be honored at the Symposium.

Please make copies on bright paper, cut them down to size

and hand them out at every opportunity. Do you know people 2002 John Lindell 1996 Ray Lasmanis
who may be interested but aren't FM members? Are you 2001 Harvey Gordon Cheryl Burchim
planning on attending an event where it would be appropriate 2000  Rudy Tschernich 1995 Norm Steele
to hand these out? If you have children or grandchildren in 1999  BobBoggs 1994  Bob Smith

the area, can you hand them out at their school? 1998 Arlene Handley 1993 Mike Groben

1997 Richard & Helen Rice




